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The Hon. Dr. Rey D. Pagtakhan is a retired medical doctor, professor and parliamentarian. He graduated in Medicine from the University of the Philippines and did post-graduate training at the St. Louis Children's Hospital of Washington University School of Medicine and at the Winnipeg Children's Hospital of the University of Manitoba Faculty of Medicine. He completed his Master of Science in Perinatal Physiology at the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, University of Manitoba.  A Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatrics and a Fellow of the American College of Chest Physicians, he was Professor of Pediatrics and Child Health at the University of Manitoba. He served in Canada's Parliament for 15 ½ years and, among other assignments, was Chair of the Standing Committee on Citizenship and Immigration, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister (the Rt. Hon. Jean Chretien), Secretary of State for Asia Pacific, Secretary of State for Science, Research and Development, Minister of Veterans Affairs, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and senior federal Minister for Manitoba. He has published several papers and chapters for medical journals and books. Awards , honors and citations he has received included the Manila Medical Society 1962 Research Award, Missouri and St. Louis Heart Associations' Joint Research Fellowship Award, Philippine JAYCEES 1981 Most Outstanding Filipino Overseas for Medicine, Canadian Society for Clinical Investigation Traveling Fellowship, Most Distinguished Alumnus Award of the University of the Philippines Medical  Alumni Society, Mu Sigma Phi Fratrnity Outstanding Achievement Award, and the Twenty  Most Outstanding Filipinos in USA and Canada Award, He was the recipient of the Philippine Presidential citation Pamana ng Pilipino Award, The General Emilio Aguinaldo Outstanding Achievement Award 2003  ("Natatanging Bayaning Mamamayan ng Cavite in the field of International Public  Service),  the Governor-General Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee and Golden Jubilee Medals and conferred the Doctor of Laws  (honoris causa)  from the University of the Philippines. He is a Member, of the Queen's Privy Council (PC) for Canada.
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