
[image: image1]  Director-at-large
AMBASSADOR OTCH von FINCKENSTEIN
Experienced, results-oriented and multi-lingual executive with 40 years’ experience in civil service, international trade and business development within numerous industries. Successful track record in large-scale project management, marketing & public relations, strategic planning, fundraising, and relationship building. Recognized for superior leadership, interpersonal, negotiation and organizational skills.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Palliser International, Calgary , 

Recruitment Services                                                      December 2007 to present

Acting Managing Director

Leading a program of recruitment services for temporary workers from the Philippines for Alberta companies

Protocol International Inc.
January 2005 to December 2007

Wind park development company with projects in Ecuador, Chile and Canada

Senior Consultant, Vice-President, Latin America 

· Pursuing 100MW wind park project in Chile

Canadian Embassy to the Republic of Ecuador
Sept. 2001 – Nov. 2004

Ambassador

· Based in Quito, represented Canada in managing political, economic, commercial, and cultural programs, and leading consular relations.

· Played an instrumental role in developing a US$500-million construction project for a new airport in Quito

· Decorated by Mayor of Quito with the Order of Sebastian de Benalcazar, the highest civilian medal awarded in Ecuador 

Canadian High Commission to Malaysia
April 1998 – July 2001

Counsellor (Commercial) and Senior Trade Commissioner

· Based in Kuala Lumpur, directed Canada’s trade and investment program in Malaysia, valued at CDN$2.6 billion

· Organized trade fairs, mission, and workshops 

· Served as Acting High Commissioner for nearly one year

Canadian Embassy to Poland
Sept. 1994 – April 1998

Counsellor, Technical Cooperation

· Based in Warsaw, managed Canada’s official assistance program for Poland

· Directed 35 projects with a yearly budget of CDN$10 million

· Established CDN$25-million Canada-Poland Entrepreneurs Fund

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade
Sept. 1992 – August 1994
Director, Central & Eastern Europe, Task Force
· Based in Ottawa, managed 80 technical cooperation projects in eight Central European countries with a yearly budget of CDN$30 million

Canadian Embassy to Germany
Sept. 1988 – Aug. 1992

Investment Counsellor

· Based in Bonn, directed investment and industrial development promotion from Germany to Canada

· Facilitated CDN$ 2-billion German investment in Canadian aluminium smelter

· Coordinated investment promotion activities of six Canada provinces and 20 municipalities

Canadian High Commission to Singapore
Sept. 1984 – July 1988

Commercial Counsellor 

· Directed promotion of export of Canadian goods and services to South East Asia

· Organized federal and provincial trade missions as well as Canadian participation in fairs, exhibitions, and workshops 

Canadian Embassy to Colombia
Sept. 1981 – Aug. 1984

Commercial Counsellor

· Based in Bogotá, promotion of export of Canadian goods and services to Colombia

· Facilitated sale of CDN$140-million of coal-stacking equipment and trucks

· Organized two joint venture exhibitions with CIDA, one in Bogotá for Colombia and one in Medellín for Panama, Colombia, Peru, and Ecuador

Canadian Consulate General
Sept. 1977 to Aug. 1981

Consul and Trade Commissioner

· Directed export promotion of Canadian goods and services to Northern Germany 

· Assisted with the sale of 4 telescopic hangers worth CDN$120 million to Argentinean navy
Tourism Canada
Sept. 1974 to Aug. 1977

Acting Director, Market Development Europe

· Based in Ottawa, directed promotion of tourism from Germany, France, England and Scandinavia to Canada 

· Coordinated integrated marketing plans for four major European markets 

Tourism Canada
Sept. 1969 to Aug. 1974

Director

· Based in Frankfurt, Germany, directed promotion of tourism from Germany, Austria and Switzerland to Canada

· Helped increase number of German tourists to Canada from 100,000 to 400,000

Tourism Canada
April 1965 to Aug. 1969

Tours Promotion Officer

· Promoted package tours from the U.S., Western Europe and Japan to Canada
· Conducted 21 cross-country familiarization tours for travel agents / tour operators 

Canadian Press
June 1964 - March 1965

Staff Writer

· Based in Ottawa, covered Parliament Hill news

Luebeck News daily newspaper
May 1958 – May 1960

Reporter/ Editor

· Covered political news for regional paper with circulation of 85,000

EDUCATION

Masters of Arts, Political Science 
1965

Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada 

Bachelor of Arts (Honours), Political Science
1963

Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada 

Intermediate Diploma, Political Science
1962

Free University of Berlin, Germany 
LANGUAGES

English, German, Spanish, French

